
Traditional finance  
cycles are giving way to the real 
thing: real-time and non-stop

 People and organisations are confronted with an enormous flow of 
information to process every day. It has even been predicted that by 
2025, the collective sum of the world’s data will grow to 175 zettabytes, 
up from 33 zettabytes in 2018. Companies can benefit from this very 
extensive information. For example, the more information you have 
about customers and their preferences, the better you can meet 
their needs. While information was fairly static in the past, real-time 
information provision is increasingly becoming the norm. For a finance 
department this means that reporting takes place in real-time instead 
of retrospectively, for instance. What opportunities are there for finance 
departments and professionals when you always have non-stop access 
to the latest information?

How often are reports produced?

Where is financial 
information stored?

Use of data within 
the organisation

The advantage of real-time provision is that as an 
organisation you are no longer looking back and 
reporting data from last month to the CFO or other 
stakeholders, instead you are working with current 
information.

  48% of finance professionals provide financial data 
on a monthly basis or even less frequently

  15% of finance professionals already report in  
real-time

  19% vof finance professionals expect to be reporting 
financial data only in real-time in the future

 26% expect monthly reporting to remain the norm

Easy access to all financial information 
is essential in order to gain a complete 
picture of a customer and of the market 
in which they operate. 

  40% of the finance professionals store financial data in Excel, Numbers or other 
standard applications. 

  These applications do the opposite of what we want nowadays: to be given  
real-time information.
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Data constitutes a significant part of the 
daily operations of companies, but what 
do CFOs currently do with it? 

  54% of CFOs make decisions on the 
basis of current data

  42% of CFOs use data in order to 
produce predictive analyses
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Connecting data. Connecting you.

About Visma | Onguard

The continued evolution of automation, digital transformation and customer experience 
are keys to a business’ success. Visma | Onguard has been supporting its customers 
for over 25 years with advanced solutions within the order-to-cash chain. Our solutions 
are focused on connecting data to a single centralised platform and linking internal and 
external systems and services. To do this, we use intelligent and intuitive automation 
to deliver valuable insights. This creates an optimal connection between all processes 
in the order-to-cash chain. At the same time, this ensures improved and personalised 
communication resulting in stronger and long-term customer relationships and tangible 
results in order-to-cash and credit management. 
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